ZJ2                    THE    SACRED    FLAME                ACT II

NURSE: I can't keep silent. I should never forgive myself.

LICONDA: Nurse Wayland states that Maurice's death was
not due to his illness, but to some other cause.

STELLA: I'm dreadfully sorry, but I don't understand. What
other cause could have brought about his death?

LICONDA: She says he was murdered.

[COLIN and STELLA start. MRS. TABRET smothers a cry.

STELLA: Murdered? You must be mad, Nurse.

LICONDA: Harvester and I have pointed out to her that he
was regarded by everyone connected with him with the
greatest affection.

COLIN: It's preposterous.

STELLA: After the first shock I'm almost inclined to laugh.
Really, Nurse, you must be very nervous and over-
wrought to have got such an idea in your head. Is that
why you were so funny when I asked you to accept
enough money to take a year's holiday?

NURSE: I had no wish that the matter should go so far now.
If Dr. Harvester had agreed to my suggestion of having a
post-mortem nothing need have been said till it was
discovered if my suspicions were justified or not.

HARVESTER: Willing to wound and yet afraid to strike,
Nurse Wayland.

NURSE: \Turmng on himl\ You have forced me Into this
position, Dr. Harvester. I only did my duty in telling
you my very grave suspicions, and the moment I did,
you took up a definitely hostile attitude towards me.

HARVESTER: Well, if you want to know, I thought you silly,
nervous, and hysterical. Good heavens, I've been in
practice long enough to know how wildly people talk.
I should be kept pretty busy if I paid any attention, for
instance, to what one woman says about another.

NURSE: Or Is It that you're frightened to death of a scandal?
You know that notoriety does a doctor no good, and you